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The manifesto of the Sultan contains the usual mis-
statement of facts found in the declaration made by Ger-
many on her allies during the war. Just as Germany
claimed that her invasion of Belgium was in self-defense,
so the Turks claimed that the Entente Powers—who were
doing everything possible to keep Turkey neutral—made
an attack upon Turkey. In reality, the war was com- .
menced by two German ships which had taken action at
Constantinople in raising the Turkish flag and raiding
the Russian Black Sea coast.
Perhaps the blasphemy of the Kaiser's claim of God's
partnership in the murderous work carried on by Prus-
sia's military machine during the war was strikingly ex-
hibited in its true light by the jihad, or Mohammedan
holy war, declared by the Sultan at the instigation of the
Kaiser. The incongruity of Turkey's declaring a "holy
war" which logically would have to be waged against her
own allies, was such as to render the use of such measure
impossible except to the Hohenzollerns. Some explana-
tion of such a situation was necessary even for the ig-
norant Turk, and it was, therefore, proclaimed far and
wide through Asiatic Turkey, that the Germans had be-
come converted to Mohammedanism, and were showing
the sincerity of this conversion by destroying all the
Christian churches in Europe. The widely circulated pic-
tures of the ruined Christian churches in France and Bel-
gium seemed to the mass of the Turks conclusive evidence
of the reported German conversion!
During the years 1915 and 1916 a series of secret agree-
ments between the Entente Powers provided as to the
disposition, in the event of Entente victory, of the
greater part of the territories of the Turkish Empire.
By the first of these agreements—the so-called Sazonof-
Paleologue Agreement of March 4,1915—Constantinople
and the control of the Straits were conceded to Russia.
By the London Pact of April 26, 1915, Italy was prom-

